
AN ANALIZATION ON THE STORY THE

You will often be asked to write a literary analysis. An analysis of a short story requires basic knowledge of literary
elements. The following guide and questions .

Setting When and where a story takes place can be profoundly significant. A secondary character? Study the
theme, characters, setting, plot, conflict, tone, point of view, and irony for clues as to how the author tried to
make his point. Because of their brevity and selective number of characters, short stories generally aim to
evoke a single emotional response in a reader. Without context or explanation, the reader might be left with
the impression that only the husband is long-suffering, patient, and loving as he gives up his inheritance to pay
for a necklace his wife borrowed and then lost. Ask yourself the following questions: How is the setting
created? Your instructor will probably assign such an analysis as part of the course assessment. If there is an
important biographical or historical context to the work, you should include that, as well. Choose the elements
that made the greatest impression on you. Does the author use a lot of symbolism? You make a claim about
the story's meaning, and provide evidence from the story itself to support your analysis. Is it linear,
chronological or does it move around? Compare what the characters say to what they really think or feel. In
this story, the young woman who suffers from a heart condition, immediately goes into hysterical weeping and
retires to her bedroom where after a short time she comes to a realization that she is free to live her own life
and that this could be a positive turning point for her and emerges a new woman, strong and ready to face
whatever awaits her. Sometimes, you will also use the support of other analysts or literary experts. You might
be asked to write instead or, or in addition to an analysis of a literary work, a more sophisticated essay in
which you compare and contrast the protagonists of two stories, or the use of form and metaphor in two
poems, or the tragic heroes in two plays. First performed in , The Importance of Being Earnest has been made
into a film, as recently as and is regularly revived by professional and amateur theatre companies. Can you
analyze this picture in much the same way as a short story? Literary Devices Various literary devices help
convey meaning or create a mood. Plot Story lines usually follow patterns like those in the example below. It
can also be the point where events take a major turn as the story races towards its conclusion. In the Harry
Potter series by J. What type of characters are they? How would you describe the main conflict? Can you write
a clear synopsis of the story? Is his language full of figurative language? What was the point the author tried to
make to the reader? Does the conflict come about through misunderstanding? The time is more limited.
However, a theme is general. Although a short story has much in common with a novel See How to Analyze a
Novel , it is written with much greater precision. The speaker in the poem is an ordinary soldier talking about
the majors at the army base. In short stories the plot is usually centered around one experience or significant
moment. Is she the hero? Are they stereotypes? Knowing Tolkien fought in the Battle of Somme during World
War I and that his closest friends were killed helps explain his sentiments about war. When does the climax
take place?


