
A PLOT OVERVIEW OF THE PLOT OF AN INSPECTOR CALLS

Revise and learn about the plot of J B Priestley's An Inspector Calls with BBC Bitesize GCSE English Literature.

After meeting her in a bar when he was drunk he has a drinking problem , he forced his way into her rooms,
then later returned and continued their sexual relationship. When the women leave the room, Mr Birling
lectures his son, Eric Birling , and Gerald about the importance of every man looking out for himself if he
wants to get on in life. The production was directed by Jeremy Mortimer. The production is often credited
with single-handedly rediscovering Priestley's works and "rescuing" him from the reputation of being obsolete
and class-bound, although the production had some detractors, including Sheridan Morley [10] who regarded
it as a gimmicky travesty of the author's patent intentions. Eva Smith came to her, pregnant, to ask for help
from a charity committee of which Mrs. Her real motivation, Sheila confesses, was the jealousy and spite she
felt towards the younger, prettier woman. After prompting from Goole, Sheila admits to recognising Eva too.
He seems to be familiar with every detail of the case already, interrogating the family solely to reveal their
guilt rather than to discover unknown information. Eva Smith then, we discover, changed her name to Daisy
Renton â€”and it is by this name that she encountered Gerald Croft, with whom she had a protracted love
affair. The female Birlings do not seem to believe Eva knows her place, and Sybil describes her as
"impertinent" rather than meek and grateful as she should be towards her social superiors. He had taken funds
from his father's business in order to support her and the child, but she refused the stolen money. While no
single member of the Birling family is solely responsible for Eva's death, together they function as a hermetic
class system that exploits neglected, vulnerable women, with each example of exploitation leading collectively
to Eva's social exclusion, despair and suicide. Eric goes upstairs. As the leader of a charitable organisation, she
assumes a social and moral superiority over Inspector Goole, whose questioning style she frequently refers to
as "impertinent" and "offensive". With his sister, he repents of and accepts responsibility for the way he
treated Eva. He stole money from Mr Birling's office to provide money to Eva. Eric returns, and Arthur gives
the two young men advice about professional life, saying that people ought to look out for themselves and
their families, and not fall prey to socialist propaganda about the collective good. Following several successful
revivals including Stephen Daldry 's production for the National Theatre , the play was "rediscovered" and
hailed as a damning social criticism of capitalism and middle-class hypocrisy in the manner of the social
realist dramas of Shaw and Ibsen. The Inspector turns his attention to Mrs Sybil Birling , she confesses that
she also had contact with Eva, but Eva gave herself a different name to Mrs Birling. Daldry's concept was to
reference two eras: the post-war era, when the play was written, and the ostensible historical setting for the
work in pre-war ; this emphasised the way the character Goole was observing, and deploring, the Birling
family's behaviour from Priestley's own cultural viewpoint. Crofts Limited is a rival company to Mr Birling's
company, Birling and Company, Mr Birling hopes that these family links will bring the two competitors
together to 'lower costs and higher prices'.


