
A UTILITARIAN APPROACH TO ABORTION

Abortion. This essay is an analysis of abortion in utilitarian terms. Compared to some writings on abortion, it is very
short. And it is short for good reason.

My Account Utilitarianism and Abortion The debate over abortion usually focuses on politics and law and the
most frequently asked question tends to be whether or not abortion should be outlawed or continue to be
allowed at the discretion of each individual. The other main view today is pro-life, which states under no
circumstance may a life be taken away. In better circumstances this may change, but by such time the issue
will likely be irrelevant anyway: pregnancy will likely be subject to much stricter controls but probably not for
Russell's reasons. Followers of Hare might wonder if abortion is contrary to a number of prima facie principles
which she may hold. References Crome, K. This is just one of the ways Singer brings mention to the life cycle
and its ability to determine when or when not an abortion is a just fact. Singer, P. The utilitarian method is a
straight forward way to determine the best possibilities of pleasure over pain for all involved. Along the way
he emphasizes that this process may hit many detours in the determining when a fetus can actually be able to
live viably. Mill went great lengths in trying to determine a more effective way to approach utilitarianism as
he felt there were deeper components then just what is left to the consciousness. Mill between Aristotle and
Bentham. According to some studies, having a baby appears to decrease the happiness in a relationship - even
in those cases where the pregnancy is desired [see Eysenck on happiness]. Qizibash, M. Those who intend on
having a child are doing so under careful consideration and thus happiness should prevail. New Haven
Register. If a utilitarian found herself unexpectedly pregnant, then it seems that she should get an abortion: if
Utility was in favour of her reproduction, she should've been trying to get pregnant, so the pregnancy should
not be a surprise. He used the Hedonistic Calculus Theory as a way to determine which pleasures are of the
greatest good and should be pursued by others Nussbaum,  The parents and extended family are also a
component of abortion that must be considered under the utilitarian method of ethics. However, this requires
the assumption that reproduction is the cheapest method of recruiting moral agents, even granting as it must
that it has a high cost in time and effort - and this would require empirical support which would, if found, be
the death-knell of most projects to improve society via reasoned argument. Waller, B. This ethical issue today
is usually split in two groups, one of these views being pro-choice, giving the option to have an abortion to the
family of the fetus. To put this into perspective it means 99 schoolgirls fell pregnant which approximates to
per day. A more significant consideration exists if we posit that the future life of the fetus involves a probable
balance of happiness over suffering for the fetus. The unwanted infant may have a below-average quality of
life, but below-average is usually excellent nonetheless. He even goes to the extent of giving vivid details in
the case of those who may be over the gestational age to have an abortion, but choose to go to another country
to have the abortion done illegally. These calculations were to be done on an individual basis which now
allowed for each person to hold some accountability for their own pleasures and pain.


