
BEHIND THE BURQA ESSAY

No other item of religious clothing has ignited passions and prejudice among politicians and media commentators as
much as the burqa, worn.

Along the streets we walk, hats pulled down over ears and brows, scarves wound tightly around noses and
mouths. But he did not outlaw it. It looked as though the US and its people could fix everything, particularly
the savagery of Afghan men. Occlusion of face and the segmentation of bodily presence, typical of women in
tribal societies, conflict with Western ideas of universal reciprocity and social solidarity. In 19th-century India
or 21st-century Afghanistan, the operative, underlying Anglo presumption was that their colonial and imperial
subjects were entirely programmed by their beliefs of scriptural authority. Instead his ruling is firm and
cleverly spelt-out. The union and interaction of individuals is based upon mutual glances. In the Indian state of
Kerala, missionaries and the colonial administration found the fact that the women did not cover their breasts
proof of immorality. Just as stories of rescuing Indian women from sati distracted from the violence of British
colonialism, so focusing on the violence of honour-crime stories deflects attention from the raids, bombings,
illegal and indefinite detentions, torture and general brutality of the US war in Afghanistan. Women wearing
the niqab participate in a flash mob protest in Sydney,  The Turkish women do not veil themselves. The
sociological irony is that a garb that signifies the danger of contaminationâ€”the male gazeâ€”may itself be
deemed dangerous by strangers because it represents tribal notions of exclusiveness as contrasted to pluralist
notions of far-flung reciprocity. A year earlier, in July , the EU Court of Human Rights upheld the French ban
on the burqa, rejecting the arguments of a Muslim woman who said it contravened her freedom of choice.
Search engines like Google ever more assume traditional government functions. When the minister first walks
out of his home wearing the veil, everyone is astonished. The paranoia over Islamic clothing has become a
political opportunity to codify laws against European Muslims. Moreover, an inflationary conception of
citizenship is not without major problems or incongruities, as a number of theorists recognize. Another
limitation of the foregoing is that it offers no definite public policy advice to governments regarding
prohibition, no attempt at adjudication to parties involved in the dispute. I leaned in the back seat and felt a
wash of passivity come over me. For many it reflects the belief that they are following God's commandments,
are dressing according to "the correct standard of modesty," or simply are wearing the type of traditional
clothes they feel comfortable in. Find out Islamic requirements for men's appearance and clothing, today. If
yes, what does it say? Drawing on the Durkheimian model, we can say that social solidarity is a mode of
cohesion based on mutual recognition of worth and classificatory congruence. Sociology still teaches
introductory students to think of social solidarity as the socialization of norms and values that, where
successful, permeate the reflexes of human beings, coordinating their behavior, and committing them to
common moral standards. The flailing colonial administration issued another order, now requiring Nadar
women to wear the unpopular jacket and actually forbidding them from wearing the scarf that the British had
initially encouraged. Hence, colonisation becomes a kind of moral vision protecting vulnerable Hindu women
against evil Hindu men. Just as the colonial ban on sati ultimately argued that the practice was not really
required by Hindu scripture, so the US Department of State report took pains to establish that Islam itself did
not require segregation or veiling or the banishment of women from public life. The writers cover a panoply of
subjects, including immigration, mental health, terrorism, divorce and feminism, as well as veils. Actual
Hindu widows and Afghan women are rarely, if ever, heard from, as their experiences and perspective might
complicate a silence that the Anglo-American empire can imagine as gratitude. After all, the meaning and
practice of citizenship has expanded greatly over the past two centuries. Modernization was seen as negative, a
phenomena which encouraged people to reject not only Islamic but all indigenous traditions. At 25, Mir had
been married and divorced twice. Order Reprints Today's Paper Subscribe.


