
A DESCRIPTION OF WHETHER THERE ANY UNIVERSAL VALUES

A value is a universal value if it has the same value or worth for all, or almost all, people. Spheres of human value
encompass morality, aesthetic preference, human traits, human endeavour, and social order. Whether universal values
exist is an unproven conjecture of moral . Christian ethics Â· Descriptive ethics Â· Ethics in religion Â· Evolutionary
ethics.

That means we should always be prepared to let other people define their own identity, and not insist on
classifying them, however well-meaningly, by our own criteria. Unlike most cognitive approaches to social
psychology, his paradigm focuses upon values rather than attitudes. Cox and W. And we can do so only if we
have global values to bind us together. But this becomes a problem for moral realists once we realize that
moral realism never actually required fundamental moral agreement in the first place. Benevolence:
Preservation and enhancement of the welfare of people with whom one is in frequent personal contact.
Expanding his work, Florence Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck developed a five-part typology of value orientations
and employed it to build a theory of cultural variation. We should not oblige people to dissociate themselves
from the fate of their co-religionists, or ethnic kin, who are citizens of other States. However, unanimity is not
required. The eighteen terminal and eighteen instrumental values developed by Rokeach had test-retest
reliabilities in the. It is an enduring type of belief, widely held by the consumer and by many but not all other
members of his subculture or society. Buridan followed Aristotle in stating that the measure of value in goods
is to be found in the satisfaction of wants, greater need resulting in higher value. Moreover, people
overwhelmingly agree that pain is bad, cheaters should be punished, cooperation rewarded, and so forth. We
must firmly condemn the cold-blooded nihilism of attacks such as those that struck the United States on 11
September  It is when we are angry that we most need to apply our proclaimed principles of humility and
mutual respect. Jeremy Bentham , a non-practicing lawyer, was a major contributor to the hedonistic and
instrumentalistic interpretations of behavior. What is often called value theory in economics is primarily
concerned with market value, not human values. No society should consider that, because it has found them
useful, it has an absolute right or obligation to impose them on others. This is known as the argument from
disagreement. But recent events have shown that we cannot take our global values for granted. The claim for
universal values can be understood in two different ways. As we will see, I agree with this statement, but aim
to take it in an altogether different direction. It is still not known whether there is a real difference between
whites and blacks in permanent esteem of equality. The final psychologist making a distinguished contribution
to the theory of human values, applicable to consumer behavior, is McGuire. Other types of realism may
qualify as a target of my argument as well, though some may not. Not an official record. Stimulation:
Excitement, novelty, and challenge in life. Ferdinand Tonnies regarded values as a critical element in his
classic distinction between community and society -- between those systems which emphasized Gemeinschaft
primary, small, traditional, integrated values and those which stressed Gesellshaft impersonal, secondary,
large, socially differentiated values Tonnies,  The subjective worth may be called utility, importance,
desirability, liking, approval, loyalty, or other terms that reflect the affective, or evaluative, aspect of every
consumer value. To resist the argument from agreement, realists must show why their fellow realists are
mistaken. It is not surprising that, in the backlash, those values have come under attack, at the very moment
when we most need them. It is correct that people and cultures seem to disagree about morality all the time;
but many, if not most, of these disagreements turn out to be superficial and defusable: this means that actually,
there is a lot of fundamental moral agreement around. This seemingly innocent restriction eliminates almost,
but not quite, all of economic theory of consumer demand for the past two hundred years. Borrowing freely
from Rosenberg's value-expectancy conceptualization, marketing scholars have concentrated on the prediction
of brand preference using product attributes instead of Rosenberg-type generalized values in their structural
equations. Anthropologists have contributed enormously to the study of human values through their
examination of cultural patterns and life styles. And one thing that should be clear is that the validity of
universal values does not depend on their being universally obeyed or applied. When someone has written as
extensively and inspiringly about universal values as you have, it seems rather impertinent for me to march
right into your Global Ethics Foundation and question whether we still have such things at all! The three extra



A DESCRIPTION OF WHETHER THERE ANY UNIVERSAL VALUES

categories we have suggested may of course be intertwined with one another and with the Rokeach-type
values. For instance, there seems to be genuine disagreement between consequentialists and Kantians, or
Kantians and virtue theorists, or virtue theorists and consequentialists. But they are much more broadly
accepted today than they were a few decades ago. The life style association appears to be the most popular.
This puts new pressure on moral realism. While values remain relatively stable, the needs and behavior
derived from them can fluctuate widely. The low income respondents presumably need, or lack, these
conditions, the high income respondents already possess them, but both groups could esteem them equally.


