
WESTER GHAYS

The Western Ghats, also known as Sahyadri (Benevolent Mountains), are a mountain range that covers an area of ,
square kilometres (54, sq mi) in a.

Watch out for the weather, though: windy conditions can make hiking difficult. So if you love the water, you
will definitely want to visit Western Ghats. Endangered species such as the lion-tailed Macaque, Nilgiri Tahr
and Nilgiri Langur are unique to the area. The serial approach is justified in principle from a biodiversity
perspective because all 39 components belong to the same biogeographic province, and remain as isolated
remnants of previous contiguous forest. So, what are you waiting for? The forests of Goa are another
favourite. It's also home to the Agumbe Reptile Research Station, a great place to learn about the flora and
fauna of the region. The globally threatened flora and fauna in the Western Ghats are represented by plant
species, 31 mammal species, 15 bird species, 43 amphibian species, 5 reptile species and 1 fish species. Pic
courtesy â€” Prathap Nair However,being a vegetarian, I am never disappointed as i can relish some of the
local preparations here Tourism for everyone So it does not matter if you do not want to hike in the mountains.
A moderately easy hike, the meandering trail crosses tiny steams and coffee plantations. Springs and streams
A mountain spring forms into a tiny rivulet murmuring through the woods and becomes a little river. Visit
Western Ghats right now. The total amount of rain does not depend on the spread of the area; areas in northern
Maharashtra receive heavy rainfall followed by long dry spells, while regions closer to the equator receive less
annual rainfall and have rain spells lasting several months in a year. Of the total globally threatened species in
the Western Ghats, are classified as Vulnerable, as Endangered and 51 as Critically Endangered. However,
Maharashtra and the northern part of Western Ghats in Karnataka on average receive heavier rainfall than
Kerala and the southern part of Western Ghats in Karnataka. Karwar in Karnataka is so beautiful, almost
oblivious of its own beauty as it stands perched between the oceans and mountains. The property is also key to
the conservation of a number of threatened habitats, such as unique seasonally mass-flowering wildflower
meadows, Shola forests and Myristica swamps. Orchids in Valparai And then there is my personal favourite
â€” birds. The majority of streams draining the Western Ghats join these rivers, and carry a large volume of
water during the monsoon months. The Western Ghats perform important hydrological and watershed
functions. There are about 39 individual sites that make up this World Heritage Site including reserve forests
and national parks. The Western Ghats include a diversity of ecosystems ranging from tropical wet evergreen
forests to montane grasslands containing numerous medicinal plants and important genetic resources such as
the wild relatives of grains, fruit and spices. Blue capped Rock thrush in Ganeshgudi There are some exclusive
birding destinations as well â€” one of my favourites being Ganeshgudi on the banks of the River Kali in
Karnataka. Here are five top spots to seek out on your trip to this untamed paradise. The forests of the Western
Ghats include some of the best representatives of non equatorial tropical evergreen forests in the world. Other
prominent peaks include Mullayanagari 6, ft. Some statistics from the Wikipedia â€” the kms long unbroken
chain of mountains occupies an area of sq kms. Where oceans meet the mountains The Western Ghats run
parallel along the coastline of India and some of the most virgin beaches meet the mountains here. Hirekolale
lake, near Chikmagalur, Karnataka Shutterstock It's little wonder that this mountain has kept local hikers
enthralled for centuries: even when the clouds roll in, its steps to the top make for a spectacular pilgrimage. If
you are planning to visit one of them I recommend the beautiful tea plantations of Munnar where you can find
a slice of British charm in the estates there. Heritage in the hills A temple in the forest, a fort atop the hills,
ancient ruins and monuments call me here. Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu Shutterstock The hills of Munnar are
covered with tea plantations, so you're perfectly placed for a rejuvenating cuppa after all that cycling. Older
than the great Himalayan mountain chain, the Western Ghats of India are a geomorphic feature of immense
global importance. Look anywhere around you and you will find a river nearby. Neeru Dosai â€” one of my
favourites. Spot a king cobra Known for being one of the wettest regions of southern India, the quaint town of
Agumbe is also one of the best places to see king cobras. You wonder who built these shrines in the middle of
a dense canopy of trees with crickets murmuring all around you.


