
EXPLORING THE CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS OF THE CHARACTER BEOWULF

IN THE PLAY BEOWULF

Throughout the story of Beowulf, one finds many elements of Christian philosophy: that man survives only through the
protection of God, that all earthly gifts flow.

But instead of the kingdom being saved, as is customary in other tales, it is left weaker without its leader to
guide it. The demons one must avoid are religiously threatening as well as physically. It is significant that his
three battles are not against men, which would entail the retaliation of the blood feud , but against evil
monsters, enemies of the whole community and of civilization itself. For example, at the end of Further
Celebration at Heorot Beowulf returns the sword Hrunting which turns out to be useless in his battle with
Grendel's mother. However the poem does, however, give us great insight into the cultural views and ideals of
the Anglo-Saxon people who would have composed and told this tale. Containing both Christian and pagan
elements, Beowulf reflects the historical-relgious context in which it was written. After reading Beowulf the
author clearly shows how Beowulf is a man who Essay on Beowulf Christianity vs. The poem shows how the
people of the time thought about their world and how the things around them happened and they think that the
devil controls these things. At the time, there was no form of writing meaning all the stories were orally
composed, which leads to certain mechanisms and strategies being used. The writing and story of Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight effectively convey this same message, but through an inverse manner. Written down in
approximately 1, A. The death and burial of Beowulf also resembles the death of Jesus in several respects.
Authors translated Beowulf many times in the Anglo-Saxon period to present day. Many of the influences deal
with what it going on in the world, when the piece is written. There are also other Germanic documents, such
as Dream of the Rood that depict people in Christian times lamenting dead leaders in a similar manner after
the funeral takes place  In the story Beowulf, his actions portray him, indeed be an epic hero. However, there
is also a strong sense that God's protection must be earned; a warrior must first be true to his values, courage,
honesty, pride, and humility and only then will he earn God's protection. Christianity, however, emphasizes
the spiritual wealth of all man-kind. Both are considered good, but do they mean the same thing in Christianity
and paganism contexts? Beowulf has often been translated into modern English; renderings by Seamus
Heaney and Tolkien completed ; published became best sellers. Beowulf himself always summons the lord
before his fights and tries to fight Grendel for his own heroic journey. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
Eve, who wore no clothes in the Garden, spoke to her husband and convinced him to eat from the Tree of
Knowledge. Examples of Pagan and Christian traditions are presented all throughout literature.


