
TYPES OF CASE STUDY METHODS

There are several types of case studies, each differing from each other based on School, students learn by the case
method, which is the study of case studies.

Click an approach on the left to navigate to it Developmental Evaluation An approach designed to support
ongoing learning and adaptation, through iterative, embedded evaluation. This makes it clear that the case
study is a method that should only be used by a psychologist, therapist or psychiatrist, i. Because of their
in-depth, multi-sided approach case studies often shed light on aspects of human thinking and behavior that
would be unethical or impractical to study in other ways. These types of case study include the following:
Illustrative Case Studies These are primarily descriptive studies. How to analyze case study data The data
collected can be analyzed using different theories e. A list of questions is a good start, but these can and will
change as the process flows. You also must choose a topic that would be of interest to a large number of
people. Do they understand the processes and structure of the field? In doing so, a researcher is often able,
through their study, to test the validity of the social theory, or to create new theories using the grounded theory
method. This is one of the reasons in-person interviews are preferable over phone interviews, or Internet or
mail surveys. How information and data will be analyzed 4. They are useful for clarifying the research
process, which can help a researcher make the best use of time and resources in the larger study that will
follow it. This can be a great way to gain insight into events. Illustrative case studies serve primarily to make
the unfamiliar familiar and to give readers a common language about the topic in question. Typically, data are
gathered from a variety of sources and by using several different methods e. The case study's questions 2.
Location studies can also be done on locations that are facing some kind of change. Permitting investigation of
otherwise impractical or unethical situations. The results are not up for interpretation. Research which only
looks into the measurable aspects of human behavior is not likely to give us insights into the subjective
dimension to experience which is so important to psychoanalytic and humanistic psychologists. For example,
let's say a certain automobile has a series of crashes that are caused by faulty brakes. The fraud was so severe
that the top executives of the company were sentenced to prison. How do you plan to present the report?
Sometimes publishing new studies can cause harm to the original participants. Documents and archival
records 2. Ethics Ethics are a large part of the case study process, and most case studies require ethical
approval. If she made a noise, she was beaten. The method is therefore important for psychologists who adopt
a holistic point of view i. Case selection and structure[ edit ] An average, or typical case, is often not the
richest in information. If you are writing a psychology case study, you must consider whether your audience
will have the intellectual skills to understand the information in the case.


