
MERCK PHARMACEUTICALS AND RIVER BLINDNESS ETHICAL DILEMMA

Case Study: Merck and River Blindness The ethical issues arising from these engagements, the kinds of Merck and
Moral Reasoning

The case studies are found in the text near the end of the given chapter. In , Merck was about to lose patent
protection on its two best-selling prescription drugs. The worm can live in the human body for many years and
can grow to two feet in length, producing millions of larvae. The ethical dilemma represented by this situation
is focused on what course of action Merck should take. Loss of respect for Merck leadership. On the other
hand, instrumental arguments claim that being responsive to all of its stakeholders is in the best interest for
corporation even though it may not be in the best of shareholders. Work on invermectin could lead to
breakthroughs in other drugs. Conclusion In conclusion, it is undeniable that the purpose of business activity is
to gain profit as much as they can. Like the shareholders, employees make a choice to invest in a company.
The drug was developed by Merck, company officials said, and it was previously used to kill worms in
livestock and dogs. On the Merck website, I found this listed first among their Values: Our business is
preserving and improving human life. The worms can grow to almost two feet long and can cause grotesque
growths on an infected person. When CI identified coffee as an important commodity affecting biodiversity, it
launched a pilot conservation coffee program in organized around three co-operatives, located in the buffer
zone of the El Triunfo Reserve in Chiapas, Mexico. Who are the stakeholders in this situation? As of ,
estimates are that 37 million are infected with, and up to million people are at risk of contracting, river
blindness Hearney,  Using corporate assets for charitable purposes, the company manufactures and distributes
a drug called Mectizan at no charge to impoverished nations and their inhabitants. In profitability matter, it is
obvious that Merck will experience loss because no one wants to buy their drug. The better we have
remembered that, the larger they have been. Your eyes reach his and he does not make eye contact, a clear
indication that he is blind. Question Description Act and Reflect on the Outcome 1. More investments, higher
stock prices. Investors make more money and their standard of living increases. Meanwhile the patients of this
disease are obviously living in remote areas in poor countries. There are reports in some patients of fever,
tenderness of lymph nodes and mild hypotension, according to a Merck press release. Concepts and cases 4th
edt. The new drug is the latest in a series of efforts against river blindness. But at the same time, Merck, as a
healthcare company ought to perform ethical practices by perform their social responsibility to the
shareholders and stakeholders. The drug would not restore the sight of people already blinded by the disease,
but will prevent others from reaching that stage, Dr. Essay Topic: River , Blindness Onchocerciasis, known as
river blindness, is caused by parasitic worms that live in the small black flies that breed in and about
fast-moving rivers in developing countries in the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America. The stakeholders, in
my opinion are: 1 Merck shareholders and investors 2 Merck employees 3 Merck management 4 People
affected by or potentially threatened by river blindness This list is not a ranking of stakeholder importance as
that is truly a subjective measure based on your view of the situation. Merck must make decisions that do not
recklessly jeopardize the future of their employees. Neither position would be wrong regardless of the
outcomes because both courses of action were guided by the best intentions of their leadership. Section 4:
Conclusion and Recommendations In this case, I feel that Merck made the proper decision based on their core
corporate values and the deontological approach to ethical decision-making. Stakeholders which include
employees, society, customers, suppliers, the surrounding community, and others. Related Papers.
Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems. Vagelos said Merck
decided to make the drug, Mectizan known generically as ivermectin , available without charge because those
who need it the most could not afford to pay for it. Last, but certainly not least, we get to the people who are
affected by the river blindness disease.


