
MEXICAN MURALISM

Mexican muralism was the promotion of mural painting starting in the s, generally with social and political messages as
part of efforts to reunify the country.

Maya Mural Bonampak Mexico has had a long tradition of painting murals beginning in pre-Columbian times,
with the Olmec, Maya, Teotihuacan civilizations. The Mexican Revolution began in and ended in  They are
able to frolic in this manner, not heeding any danger from the working class, because the workers are too busy
fighting amongst themselves to pose any threat to their bosses. Three million hectares of agricultural land,
owned by wealthy Mexicans, were distributed to poor farmers; educational programs were improved and
funds were set to promote the arts. First, they are painted on concave walls, a situation to which Siqueiros had
to adjust his composition. The main questions for this lecture are: How are the values and history of
post-Revolutionary Mexico reflected in muralism? If muralism is monumental and public, how are its
conditions different than small, private works of art that are made for consumption by the art market and
institutions like museums? It was an art movement that begun in the early 20th Century and was conceived by
a group of artists and Mexican thinkers. Governments changed frequently with a number of assassinations,
including that of Francisco I. With various styles and temperaments, yet with the same visions, los tres
grandes all graduated from the prestigious San Carlos Academy, studied in Europe and were inspired by its
modernist painting, although in different amounts. Picasso, Seated Nude, â€” However, these works are still
pivotal to the mural project. During the talks, Siqueiros spoke to the need for technological advances in art
making. The muralists were completely free in their choice of topic and technique, as they all believed art is
the highest form of human expression, and because their murals carried a political message, Mexican
muralism became a form of social realism at its finest. In the murals, Mexicans have the opportunity to
appreciate the content of their own reality and identity. A large quantity of murals were produced in most of
the country from the s to , generally with themes related to politics and nationalism focused often on the
Mexican Revolution , mestizo identity and Mesoamerican cultural history. Madero who initiated the struggle.
Another major theme to discuss is the value of public art in society. Beth Harris and Dr. He was also among
the first to experiment with acrylic, resins and asbestos. During this time, he painted three murals, but they
were painted over. Murals can be found in government buildings, former churches and schools in nearly every
part of the country. The space was geometrically awkward and dark but a prime example of Mexican
Muralism's impetus to use the distinct characteristics of any given architecture as a blank slate outside the
normal constraints of canvas, thus upending the hierarchies and traditional formats of art. The mural form has
been taken up, for example, by Chicano artists in the United States since the s and 80s, and continues to be
used as a vehicle for radical politics today. Rivera later felt however that he had borrowed too much from the
Italianate style and wanted to create an even more "Mexican" aesthetic in the future.


