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The beginnings of their exegetical endeavors may go back to the end of the second millennium, when
Babylonia experienced a flourishing of scribal activity. Sennacherib had the city sacked, razed, and the ruins
scattered as a lesson to others. Hammurabi first encircled the city with walls. Even though, due to the chances
of discovery, no actual commentary tablets securely datable to the time before the sixth century BCE have yet
been found in the Mesopotamian south, it was there, in all likelihood, that Mesopotamian scholars first
composed commentaries on literary and learned texts. On all this again earth had been piled to a depth
sufficient for the roots of the largest trees; and the ground, which was levelled off, was thickly planted with
trees of every kind that, by their great size or any other charm, could give pleasure to beholder. After BC the
Middle Assyrian Empire descended into a period of civil war, followed by constant warfare with the
Arameans , Phrygians , Neo-Hittite states and Hurrians, allowing Babylonia to once more largely free itself
from the Assyrian yoke for a few decades. The roof above these beams had first a layer of reeds laid in great
quantities of bitumen, over this two courses of baked brick bonded by cement, and as a third layer a covering
of lead, to the end that the moisture from the soil might not penetrate beneath. Guide to Further Reading For
the formation of the Mesopotamian commentary tradition and its early history, see Frahm, E. A few of these
late tablets refer to leather scrolls magallatu , which may suggest that the practice of writing cuneiform
commentaries went on even longer, but now on a different â€” and perishable â€” medium. Origins of
Interpretation. Babylon was invaded and sacked and Nabonassar reduced to vassalage. Babylon did not begin
to recover until late in the reign of Adad-shuma-usur â€” BC , as he too remained a vassal of Assyria until BC.
Ugarit-Verlag,  Yet archaeologists have turned up scant evidence of the gardens. The Hittite Empire of the
northern and western Levant and eastern Anatolia had been largely annexed by the Middle Assyrian Empire,
and its heartland finally overrun by invading Phrygians from the Balkans. And since the galleries, each
projecting beyond another, all received the light, they contained many royal lodgings of every description; and
there was one gallery which contained openings leading from the topmost surface and machines for supplying
the garden with water, the machines raising the water in great abundance from the river, although no one
outside could see it being done. He then had to contend with the Suteans , ancient Semitic-speaking peoples
from the southeastern Levant who invaded Babylonia and sacked Uruk. It was during this period that Eastern
Aramaic was introduced by the Assyrians as the lingua franca of the Neo-Assyrian Empire, and
Mesopotamian Aramaic began to supplant Akkadian as the spoken language of the general populace of both
Assyria and Babylonia. In Tukulti-Ninurta I of Assyria subjugated Babylon, though subsequently the Kassite
dynasty reasserted itself until , when the city was sacked by the Elamites. The meaning of this name is not
clear. Such circumstances made Babylon usually prefer Assyrian to Aramaean or Chaldean rule. Famous
accounts of Babylon in the Bible include the story of the Tower of Babel. The ethnic affiliation of the Kassites
is unclear. Arameans settled much of the countryside in eastern and central Babylonia and the Suteans in the
western deserts, with the weak Babylonian kings being unable to stem these migrations. There was, moreover,
an earlier corpus of texts with glosses. A further migration of nomads from the Levant occurred in the early
9th century BC with the arrival of the Chaldeans , another nomadic northwest Semitic people described in
Assyrian annals as the "Kaldu". Furthermore, the citizens, grown wealthy through commerce, benefitted from
an imperial power able to protect international trade but suffered economically at the hands of disruptive
tribesmen. This took his army to the Elamite capital, the city of Susa, which was sacked. After this a puppet
ruler was placed on the Elamite throne, subject to Babylonia.


