
WRITING ACTION SCENES SCREENPLAY STRUCTURE

Learn the timing and importance of writing good fight scenes and how they can instantly elevate your screenplay.

McClane stares at it, formulating a plan. Wrapping his hand in a towel, the Thin Man grabs a large shard and
uses it as a glass sword. But then the adrenaline wears off, and she pushes free. This makes it incredibly clear
how the fight is supposed to be paced, which is so much more important than the actual strikes and throws.
Rocky divulges his inner thoughts to Adrian the night before the fight. He moves in a clumsy circle, crabbing
around the pivot-point of the other man's back arched against the floor. Upload images to make storyboards
and slideshows. A tense moment, then they suddenly kiss. And within each and every one of them, these
elements can be utilized to varying degrees. Rocky and The Matrix do. For example, in Rocky, Apollo Creed
has never been knocked down in a fight. Now we can move on to Sheriff he had some sort of a thing on him
like one of them oxygen tanks for emphysema or somethin'. See how I introduce the JAN at the start of the
scene below: Even if you have a character that springs out of nowhere, you want to give the reader an idea
who each of these combatants are, and perhaps show off some detail that makes them unique from the other
person. The upper-hand should bounce back and forth between the parties in the fight, bouncing back faster
and faster, until it culminates in an exciting and amazing climax. The description of the action within the fight
was kept to a minimum, allowing for the drama and the broad strokes to dictate the emotional impact beyond
the dialogue within the scene. He rises, moves cautiously to the source. It jets blood. Recent Posts. His body
flops with a wet, fleshy THUD onto the ground. That is a choice that the writer must ultimately make alone.
Leave it to the eventual fight coordinator to handle the specifics. The blood hits the office wall, drumming
hollowly. But, what things should you consider before you set your characters against each other? He
maintains the feel of a fight while incorporating character and story. The best fight scenes are stories, like any
other scene in your movie. The deputy's legs writhe and stamp. One of my personal favorites is using a
call-back of some sort, which means you will want to build a setup in Act I of the fight scene, or perhaps an
earlier scene. And both are forced to come to terms with their lives and each other in one final bout. Brendan
decides to stay less for his abusive father and more for his girlfriend at the time, who is now his wife and
mother to his children. He has many studio meetings under his belt as a produced screenwriter, meeting with
the likes of Sony, Dreamworks, Universal, Disney, Warner Brothers, as well as many production and
management companies. In this section of the story, Rambo is recruited to train an elite group of soldiers for a
secret mission. This means that any fight scene in your screenplay should at the very least follow a three act
structure When every goon is down, Alex disarms The Thin Man. Yu catches up, and resumes her attack with
a relentless series of lightning-quick blows. Note that although there are no sound, music or camera angles to
work with, the use of words can create a compelling picture of the action. Hands in front of him now, he
stands. His wrists whiten around the manacles. As you can see in the fight scene above, I used a seemingly
innocuous pro the towel to set up a fun and stylized ending for this fight scene. Focus on those broad strokes.
After deciding that a fight scene fits with your characters and story, a writer must then decide how long it
should be.


