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savagery and dictatorship; Simon is the incarnation of goodness and saintliness. All of these efficiently portray the
microcosm of that society. Keywords: William Golding, Characters, Symbolic significance after their exploration, his
intelligence is crippled by fear, so they keep a signal .. Critical Essays on William Golding.

The specific items they had can also be seen as symbols. Within Jack's tribe, the beast continues to have a
powerful symbolic and political significance among the boys, uniting them and ensuring their loyalty to Jack's
leadership. The idea of the Beast can also be understood as propaganda used by Jack to attain a totalitarian
government. Unlike all the other boys on the island, Simon acts morally not out of guilt or shame but because
he believes in the inherent value of morality. Using these terms, what is the novel suggesting about human
nature, evil, and human civilization? Piggy, in contrast, shows opposition to immaturity and savage behaviour
from the beginning. The first symbol that becomes evident is the conch shell. Table of Contents Simon
Whereas Ralph and Jack stand at opposite ends of the spectrum between civilization and savagery, Simon
stands on an entirely different plane from all the other boys. In this regard, the shell is more than a
symbolâ€”it is an actual vessel of political legitimacy and democratic power. Ralph clutches the shell
desperately when he talks about his role in murdering Simon. Lord of the Flies would be a different story
without symbols. Later the conch shell is used to announce meetings, and then a rule is established stating that
only the one holding the shell would be allowed to speak. The relationship between the two groups show
whether or not a society is civilized. Golding wrote this novel in order to show the basic. It is unclear whether
Jack's tribe would have become so violent and nearly naked if girls of the same age were on the island. These
developments show that the capacity for order and democracy exists within the children, and also establish the
conch shell as a symbol of civilized attitudes and hehaviour. This contrasts unmistakably with the other boys
on the island, showing that they lack the one quality than Simon personifies: compassion. High, Scarborough,
Ontario. They symbolize the exercise of intellect and science, since it is with them that the boys are able to
start a fire. When Jack first attempts to break away from Ralph's tribe, his authority is not recognized, but as
the boys' fear of the beast increases, an increasing number defect from Ralph's group to Jack's, where the
existence of the beast is not only acknowledged but is a central fact of day-to-day life. What happens with the
"littluns" registers the increasing brutality on the island. This outcome leads to another understanding of the
signal fire; the first fire was a warning of death and disaster whereas the second fire was a sign of rescue. And
I'm the Beast. As the island civilization erodes and the boys descend into savagery, the conch shell loses its
power and influence among them. The images are oppressive and the colours drained suggesting an absence of
life and a sombre mood throughout the island. Simon's death came about when he awakes and it is night In
Modern America, a prophet is a visionary, telling his people what they can become; in Biblical times, a
prophet was the voice of God, telling his people what they had to become to fulfill their covenant with God.
The boys paint their faces with mud and other such materials. Piggy represents the voice of reason in
civilization; his cleverness and brains are qualities that prove his intellect. When Ralph blows the shell to
remind the boys of civilization, they throw rocks at him and, finally, civilization comes to an abrupt end when
the shell is destroyed. The parachutist moves as if it is praying, which is a clear religious symbol and Simon
metaphorically sets his soul free by releasing the parachutist. In the novel Lord of the Flies by William
Golding a group of children are stranded on an island when their plane crashes. Piggy represents the scientific
and intellectual aspects of civilization. They are not innately moral; rather, the adult worldâ€”the threat of
punishment for misdeedsâ€”has conditioned them to act morally. This suggests that the appearance of the
naval officer symbolizes the return of both adult supervision and civilization. In the beginning the reader is
introduced to the character Simon.


