
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN DEFENDING A THESIS

Defending your thesis can be an intensely nerve-wracking experience. the examiners expect you to be a bit nervous in
your thesis defence.

After all, who isn't passionate about the concluding event of a long and difficult journey? First, half-forgotten
references and lab work will be fresh in your mind, instead of buried somewhere in a few hundred pages of
print. In most schools, the thesis represents a student's collective understanding of his or her program and
major. Know your committee and their work The questions you can expect during your defense will depend
on your committee. And when after a short wait in the hallway, I was called in to shake hands with them as a
newly minted Doctor of Philosophy, I actually felt like one. If you document the session, you will later be able
to retrieve and follow the expert advice your thesis committee offered during your defense. Having your thesis
defense structured well ahead of time will make you feel more comfortable and focused during your
presentation. Create flawless presentation of the material you will be covering on the defense. During a
defense, a student will be asked questions by members of the thesis committee. Outcomes At the conclusion of
your defense, your committee will either determine that you have passed or failed the exam. I had been
emailing him with questions all week. Your slides should encapsulate the work and focus on its most salient
contributions. If you feel like you need to prepare deeply to calm your nerves, by all accounts, do so. Your
committee will already be familiar with your work. After setting the defense date and providing a copy of the
proposal to the committee, you should prepare for the defense. Most importantly, you will gain confidence to
speak up in front of others, a skill that will serve you throughout your career. If there were some major
problem with your work, they would almost certainly have told you prior to the defense. Defense in the
context of the dissertating process refers to the presenting, explaining and defending of your ideas. Questions
are usually open-ended and require that the student think critically about his or her work. All this practice in
the years prior to your defense will make you better prepared for the big day. For these reasons, use your PhD
time to present at as many conferences, workshops, and industry events as possible. During the defense, the
faculty may take turns asking you questions and discussing among themselves points of interest or
disagreement. One of the most crucial things to remember when defending your thesis is to maintain a level of
passion about your research. But if you feel confident about going into the defense, there are just a limited
number of things you need to do to prepare for your defense. The truth is, no two graduate degrees are alike.


