
POSTMODERN SOCIOLOGY

Postmodern Sociology - The Postmodern views of how we live together in society are nontraditional regarding family,
church, and state.

Inspired by the work of the Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure , postmodernists claim that language is
semantically self-contained, or self-referential: the meaning of a word is not a static thing in the world or even
an idea in the mind but rather a range of contrasts and differences with the meanings of other words. Although
these features of the social world continue to be relevant, the focus is on the emergence of a radically different
postmodern period. Language refers to and represents a reality outside itself. Life is merely a summary of the
cultural aspects of the social community since there is no unified self. The literary critic Fredric Jameson and
the geographer David Harvey have identified postmodernity with " late capitalism " or "flexible
accumulation", a stage of capitalism following finance capitalism , characterised by highly mobile labor and
capital and what Harvey called "time and space compression". Both of these terms are used by philosophers,
social scientists and social critics to refer to aspects of contemporary culture, economics and society that are
the result of features of late 20th century and early 21st century life, including the fragmentation of authority
and the commoditization of knowledge see " Modernity ". The line between heterosexual and homosexual
practices is blurred. Other thinkers assert that postmodernity is the natural reaction to mass broadcasting in a
society conditioned to mass production and mass politics. In short, for many postmodern theorists, the grand
project of modernity has run into the sand. Postmodernity, the consequence of holding postmodern ideas, is
generally a negative term in this context. The distinctive characteristics of this new postmodern period are
evident in many areas of social life, including personal relationships, lifestyles, and identity formation at the
micro level and restructuring of economic hierarchies, increased cultural fragmentation and relativism, and
globalization in all its different dimensions at the macro level. The third feature of the postmodern age that
Jameson identifies is the "waning of affect" â€” not that all emotion has disappeared from the postmodern age
but that it lacks a particular kind of emotion such as that found in " Rimbaud 's magical flowers 'that look back
at you'". Postmodernists, for the most part, want nothing to do with the church. The first phase of
postmodernity overlaps the end of modernity and is regarded by many[ by whom? However, on this view
there is no compelling reason to think that sociology cannot describe, understand and explain the emerging
postmodern world. In reality, these movements are opposed: Lacanian psychoanalysis in France positions
itself officially against poststructuralism, that Foucauldian rarely relate to Derridideans This article discusses
postmodernism in philosophy. Download preview PDF. Second a range of theorists have tried to analyze the
present as a development of the "modern" project into a second, distinct phase that is nevertheless still
"modernity": this has been termed the "second" or "risk" society by Ulrich Beck , "late" or "high" modernity
by Giddens , , "liquid" modernity by Zygmunt Bauman , and the "network" society by Castells ,  Seyla
Benhabib and Judith Butler pursue this debate in relation to feminist politics, Benhabib arguing that
postmodern critique comprises three main elements; an anti-foundationalist concept of the subject and
identity, the death of history and of notions of teleology and progress, and the death of metaphysics defined as
the search for objective truth. Lyotard champions the term, but he cannot be made into the example of what all
the rest of the purported postmodernists are doing. Furthermore, it should be a goal of scientific and historical
research to construct such theories, even if they are never perfectly attainable in practice. Copyright
information. Princes Diana existed for most people only through the mass media, and her death was presented
like an event in a soap opera rather than an event in real life. This is a preview of subscription content, log in
to check access. They would generally argue that current trends mark the end of the period of human history
associated with the development of modern society, which has long been characterized and largely defined by
scientific advance, industrialism, capitalism, urbanism, and bureaucracy. Michel Foucault rejected the label of
postmodernism explicitly in interviews yet is seen by many, such as Benhabib, as advocating a form of
critique that is "postmodern" in that it breaks with utopian and transcendental "modern" critiques by calling
universal norms of the Enlightenment into question. Postmodern society[ edit ] Jameson views a number of
phenomena as distinguishing postmodernity from modernity. For the sane, so-called relationships could never
be subject to contract. He speaks of "a new kind of superficiality " or "depthlessness" in which models that
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once explained people and things in terms of an "inside" and an "outside" such as hermeneutics , the dialectic ,
Freudian repression , the existentialist distinction between authenticity and inauthenticity, and the semiotic
distinction of signifier and signified have been rejected. Other philosophers, particularly those seeing
themselves as within the modern project, see the state of postmodernity as a negative consequence of holding
postmodernist ideas. He notes that " pastiche eclipses parody " as "the increasing unavailability of the personal
style" leads to pastiche becoming a universal practice. The first of these elements is concerned with the nature
of changes that took place during the late 20th century. Indeed, many of the doctrines characteristically
associated with postmodernism can fairly be described as the straightforward denial of general philosophical
viewpoints that were taken for granted during the 18th-century Enlightenment , though they were not unique
to that period. Postmodern Sociology â€” Sexual Egalitarianism Many followers of Postmodern sociology
consider marriage the greatest of evils. Jameson and Harvey described it as consumerism , where
manufacturing, distribution and dissemination have become exceptionally inexpensive but social
connectedness and community have become rarer. Or said differently, the ways in which people communicate,
receive, and justify knowledge i. For treatment of postmodernism in architecture , see the article Western
architecture. Jameson Social sciences[ edit ] Postmodern sociology can be said to focus on conditions of life
which became increasingly prevalent in the late 20th century in the most industrialized nations, including the
ubiquity of mass media and mass production, the rise of a global economy and a shift from manufacturing to
service economies. This "new global space" constitutes postmodernity's "moment of truth". Do we need a
sociology of postmodernity, or a postmodern sociology? For postmodernists, reason and logic too are merely
conceptual constructs and are therefore valid only within the established intellectual traditions in which they
are used.


