ACADEMIC WRITING USING LITERATURE TO DEMONSTRATE CRITICAL
ANALYSIS
Whitehead () notes an assumption that nursing students quickly acquire competence in academic writing but numerous
studies show that.

Further examples of critical writing can be found on the UniLearning Website. Example: Some research may
be biased in its structure. The difference between descriptive writing and critical writing With descriptive
writing you are not developing argument; you are merely setting the background within which an argument
can be developed. Just as you have used paragraphs on a micro scale to present your critical writing, so you
need to consider the ordering of those paragraphs within the overall structure. Example: Limitations can also
arise if there is a limited range of participants. Try to get into the habit of writing critically, by making sure
that you read critically, and that you include critique in your writing. Sometimes a generalised, sweeping
statement can slip through: the kind of statement that might be acceptable on conversation, but not in
academic writing. Example: There would be limits to applicability if long term effects have not been tested.
Below are some written examples of the observations a critical reader may make whilst commenting on
various issues in text. There are a number of inherent methodological difficulties in evaluating treatment
efficacy in this area, and this has contributed to controversy within the research literature surrounding
treatment outcomes for this group of offenders Marshall, With critical writing you are participating in the
academic debate. Indeed, a significant proportion of offences committed by offenders are either unreported, or
do not result in the offender being convicted Abel et al. You will need to: consider the quality of the evidence
and argument you have read; identify key positive and negative aspects you can comment upon; assess their
relevance and usefulness to the debate that you are engaging in for your assignment; and identify how best
they can be woven into the argument that you are developing. Strategic use of paragraphs There are several
ways in which you can use the paragraph to enhance your critical writing. Contact Examples of critical
analysis Part of becoming a successful critical reader is being able to translate the thoughts you had whilst
reading into your writing. While the results might provide some insight, these answers will also likely have
some limitations. A certain amount of descriptive writing is needed to establish for example: the setting of the
research; a general description of a piece of literature, or art; the list of measurements taken; the timing of the
research; an account of the biographical details of a key figure in the discipline; or a brief summary of the
history leading up to an event or decision. Example: Methodological limitations Researchers may simplify the
conditions under which an experiment occurs, compared to the real world, in order to be able to more easily
investigate what is going on. Example: Correlation vs. This study guide gives ideas for how to improve the
level of critical analysis you demonstrate in your writing. It is also a way of checking that, when your reader
comes to the end of your writing, the conclusions make sense, rather than being a surprise, or an unconvincing
leap of logic. The kinds of questions that might be useful to ask at that stage are: What is the balance between
descriptive and critical writing? The aim is to lead your readers carefully through the thread of your argument,
to a well-supported conclusion. A critical read through your own writing may reveal gaps in your logic, which
you can rectify before you submit it for the critique of others.

