
AN OVERVIEW OF THE DROPPING OF ATOMIC BOMBS AND THE ROLE

OF PRESIDENT TRUMAN

Students will examine motives for dropping the atomic bomb and then evaluate the decisions made. Description
President Harry Truman had many alternatives at his disposal for ending the war: invade the Japanese mainland,
Examine the origins of American involvement in the war, with an emphasis on the events that.

Regardless, the United States remains the only nation in the world to have used a nuclear weapon on another
nation. Other members of the Japanese government and military leadership strongly opposed surrendering.
Pandora's box was now open. We were going to live. Some military analysts insist that Japan was on its knees
and the bombings were simply unnecessary. As Anscombe wrote, "It was the insistence on unconditional
surrender that was the root of all evil. Thousands attend the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony annually.
Maybe the bomb would win the war. Copilot Robert Lewis was taking notes in a logbook during the mission.
They argued that Japan should accept "the honorable death of a hundred million" rather than give up.
Nevertheless, given the same circumstances and choices that confronted him in Japan in , he said he would do
exactly the same thing. Committee members wanted to assure a total surprise to shock the Japanese
government and people into quickly surrendering. The Japanese military command rejected the request for
unconditional surrender, but there were indications that a conditional surrender was possible. And we kept
running. The Manhattan Project that produced it demonstrated the possibility of how a nation's resources could
be mobilized. William D. But Truman and his advisers knew something about what the Japanese leaders were
saying and doing. This is true also of Nagasaki. The first shock wave hit us. Duzenbury; Private first class
Richard H. Moreover, the notion that Hiroshima was a major military or industrial center is implausible on the
face of it. The price of invasion would be millions of American dead and wounded. The sky seemed to
explode. At the Potsdam Conference, in July , Truman issued a proclamation to the Japanese, threatening them
with the "utter devastation" of their homeland unless they surrendered unconditionally. Surely the words of his
atomic-bomb statement were still echoing in his head. But Japan had an army of 2 million strong stationed in
the home islands guarding against invasion. Instantly, 70, Japanese citizens were vaporized. Suzuki, his
foreign minister, and others in the government attempted to get the Soviet Union to act as a go-between in
negotiating conditions of surrender to end the war with the United States, Britain, and China. The American
government was accused of racism on the grounds that such a device would never have been used against
white civilians. That Truman realized the kind of victims the bombs consumed is evident from his comment to
his cabinet on August 10, explaining his reluctance to drop a third bomb: "The thought of wiping out another ,
people was too horrible," he said; he didn't like the idea of killing "all those kids. To a clergyman who
criticized him, Truman responded testily, Nobody is more disturbed over the use of Atomic bombs than I am
but I was greatly disturbed over the unwarranted attack by the Japanese on Pearl Harbor and their murder of
our prisoners of war. About 70, persons, some military but mostly civilian, perished in the blast and the
firestorm that resulted from it. The sailors hushed, and Truman announced the news. Over the years, he gave
different, and contradictory, grounds for his decision. This meant that the Allies would not consider
negotiating peace terms. Given the secrecy of the mission, he received no updates. American intelligence had
broken Japan's secret code. A sea change had taken place in the attitudes of the American people. Casualties
on Okinawa were 35 percent; one out of three US participants was wounded or killed. But the worst-case
scenario for a full-scale invasion of the Japanese home islands was forty-six thousand American lives lost.
They hoped that these measures could repel an American invasion and force the United States to end the war
on terms more beneficial to Japan. Remembering Nagasaki One day after the bombing of Nagasaki,
photographer Yosuke Yamahata documented the devastation. No one spoke for a moment; then everyone was
talking. Second, what if the bomb turned out to be a dud? All that mattered was to formally preserve the
unconditional-surrender formula and save the servicemen's lives that might have been lost in the effort to
enforce it.


