
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN WHERE ARE

Her mother had been pretty once too, if you could believe those old snapshots in the album, but now her looks were
gone and that was why she was always after.

He read off the numbers 33, 19, 17 and raised his eyebrows at her to see what she thought of that, but she
didn't think much of it. Some even read the last scenes as evidence of Connie's psychosis: there's no ennobling
act here, just a fragile psyche falling apart see Showalter's "Introduction" for a broad sketch of the debate.
Several writers focus on the series of numbers written on Friend's car, which he indicates are a code of some
sort, but which is never explained: "Now, these numbers are a secret code, honey," Arnold Friend explained.
Disclaimer: this story ain't easy. Even if you read this story with an eye towards the abstractâ€”and believe us,
there are so many juicy ways to analyze this story that it unpacks like a Fiat holding a thousand
clownsâ€”you're still going to come away unsettled, rattled, and Googling "what's the best home alarm
system. Rights have also been sold in Germany and Italy. Where Have You Been? Connie's Mother: Was once
very beautiful when she was younger and is now a frustrating figure in Connie's life. Instead of standing up to
him she plays along, but as the conversation continues Connie begins to notice odd things about Arnold. Some
of the decisions are minor ones, while others can bring turning points in life. He wears a wig and the heels of
his cowboy boots are stuffed with paper to make him appear taller. In fact, it may be one of the most upsetting
stories we've ever read When she refuses to go with them, Friend becomes more forceful and threatening,
saying that he will harm her family, while at the same time appealing to her vanity, saying that she is too good
for them. She started writing very young and that the age of fifteen she submitted her first novel, but it was
rejected for being 'too dark';. Read more. Connie is a pretty teenager on the cusp of adulthood who is
experimenting with both her identity and her sexuality. Connie and her friend hang out and go to the shopping
center or the movies. June: The older sister of Connie who is basically the opposite of her Connie as she is not
the most attractive girl. And, like the 's themselves, this story has generated tons o' controversy since its
publication. Connie had an older sister but she was nothing like her. He is a mysterious figure who visits
Connie while her family is not at home and continuously asks Connie to get in the car and go on a ride with
him. In other words, it was a time of great, controversial upheaval. You know about the 'sâ€”it was a decade
when moral and social conventions were being challenged left and right, and the rush of American optimism
and materialism after World War II was being questioned. But not all critics are convinced. The story is set in
's middle-American, and the ideological turmoil of the times simmers just below the surface. But don't get the
wrong idea: this isn't comparable to shouting "Don't go in there! While her parents are away at her aunt's
barbecue, two men pull up in front of Connie's house and call her out. He knows nobody is coming home for
her and implies that they had planned a Sunday drive together and it is she who is being uncooperative. She
judges the success of a night out by the amount of attention she receives from boys. He is smooth talking, yet
threatening which makes Connie uneasy and scared to be with him. Without her parents' knowledge, she
spends most of her evenings picking up boys at a Big Boy restaurant, and one evening captures the attention of
a stranger in a gold convertible covered with cryptic writing. She recognizes the driver, Arnold Friend, as the
man from the drive-in restaurant, and is initially charmed by the smooth-talking, charismatic stranger. The
young adolescent has two sides to herself; one when she is at home and one when she is out with her friends.
Some read the story as an anti-feminist allegory: Arnold Friend is Connie's punishment for having sexual
feelings for boys. It's the kind of thing that our society is fascinated withâ€”a citizen, minding his or her own
businessâ€”is struck down by evil forces that have been lurking nearby the whole time. She retreats to her
airless room where she finds solace in the music playing on a local radio station. So what prompted Oates to
pen this little tale? Following a nap in the sun, she is startled to find that her home appears to have shrunk. He
listens to music and mostly stays back as Arnold tries to smooth talk his way to get Connie in the car with
them.


